Insert current date

Dear (insert name of elected official),

I am writing to ask your help in reversing the federal mandate requiring all health insurance plans to pay for contraceptives, sterilization and abortion-inducing drugs. I am Catholic, and those practices go strongly against my faith, as well as other faiths.

More importantly, this mandate violates the freedom of religion promised in the First Amendment of the U.S. Constitution. The state cannot tell a religious organization what aspects of its religious belief afford protection under the law. That is not the role of government, and is the reason for the protections of the First Amendment.

[bookmark: _GoBack]I urge you to support H.R. 1179 and S. 1467, the Respect for Rights of Conscience Act. Both pieces of federal legislation simply call for a right of conscience regarding any coverage mandates arising from the implementation of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act passed in spring 2010. 

I also urge you to tell President Barack Obama and Department of Health and Human Services Secretary Kathleen Sebelius to broaden the current narrow religious exemption from the mandate so that Catholic organizations can continue abiding by our Gospel mandate to heal the sick and to serve the poor.

Stop this severe assault on religious freedom and on the foundation of our country.

Thank you.




