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Hello!
I hope this newsletter fi nds you and your school doing well and embracing the 
happy anticipation found in every Advent season.  Although perhaps not in 
tune with that hope, this newsletter begins, as promised, with a short analysis of 
the November election results.  

ELECTION IMPACT ON CCI EDUCATION AGENDA

The following analysis will provide a general outline.  For a more specifi c 
version, including the names, district numbers and stated positions of new state 
representatives and senators, please email me a request.

Political pundits and media outlets have classifi ed the election on November 
2nd as a wave for Republicans.  In Illinois, this wave drove elections for federal 
offi ce but washed up short of state offi ces.  The following analysis looks at how 
the election may affect school choice issues brought before state government.  As 
Senate Bill 2494 (Chicago Vouchers) has been the highest profi le and most recent 
test of school choice views, it will be used to judge each offi ce-holders’ position.  
To be clear: although informative, an individual’s view on the voucher bill is not 
necessarily indicative of his or her view on every aspect of our Catholic schools 
agenda.

Governor – In an extremely close race, incumbent Governor Pat Quinn 
defeated State Senator Bill Brady by approximately 12,000 votes out of 3.5 
million.  Governor Quinn, although a product of Catholic schools, has expressed 
reservations about the voucher bill.  To date, he has also not responded to our 
lobbying efforts on Transportation, Textbook Loan and the School Safety Block 
Grant.

State Senate – The elections resulted in changes to six Senate seats; three in 
elections and three as the result of resignations tied to elections for higher offi ce.  
The end result is a net gain of two seats for the Republicans.  The Democrats 
now control 35 seats to the Republicans 24.  This is a small gain, but it does 
deprive the Democrats of the super-majority status they have enjoyed for the 
last 4 years.  

School Choice Outcome:  +1 Vote +1 (Schmidt) 
  McCann & Mulroe noncommittal,  
  Sandack unkown



State House – The elections, resignations and a death will result in 19 
new officeholders in the House.  The end result is a net gain of 6 seats for 
Republicans.  The Democrats will now control 64 seats in the House to the 
Republicans 54.

School Choice Outcome:	 Even	 -3 (Williams, Biss, Burke)
		  +3 (Harris, Rezin, Kay)
		  Nybo non-committal, possible -1
		  Unes non-committal, possible +1
		  Hayes non-committal, possible -1
		  Barickman unknown

Redistricting – Perhaps the most important outcome of yesterday’s election will 
be its impact on decennial redistricting and the pressure that can be brought to 
bear through this process on individual members.  As Democrats continue to 
control the legislative and executive branches, and Illinois Supreme Court Chief 
Justice Thomas Kilbride was retained, the odds they can agree on a redrawn 
legislative map to favor their party is greatly increased.  

Other Statewide Elected Offices

Attorney General	 Lisa Madigan (D)(i)	 64%
	 Steve Kim (R) 	 23%

Secretary of State	 Jesse White (D)(i)	 70%
	 Robert Enriquez (R)	 27%

State Treasurer	 Dan Rutherford (R)	 50%
	 Robin Kelly (D)	 45%

State Comptroller	 Judy Baar Topinka (R) 	 53%
	 David Miller (D)	 41%

Federal Election Results – Congressman Mark Kirk defeated State Treasurer 
Alexi Giannoulias for the Senate seat that belonged to President Obama by a 
margin of 48 to 46.  In elections for the U.S. House, four Democratic incumbents 
were defeated:  Melissa Bean narrowly lost to Joe Walsh, Phil Hare was beaten 
by Bobby Schilling, Bill Foster lost to State Senator Randy Hultgren and Debbie 
Halvorson lost badly to Adam Kitzinger. These elections were indicative of 
Congressional races around the country which saw Republicans pick up at least 
63 seats in the U.S. House of Representatives to regain the majority.  

Conclusion – Although there will be many new faces in the 2011-12 General 
Assembly, this initial analysis indicates the attitude of the state’s political 
leadership towards CCI’s education agenda will not change much.  However, 
new people bring new discussions and fresh perspectives.  CCI will continue to 
aggressively pursue our education agenda working with any supporters.



Legislative
Issues

Action Alert on ISBE Budget Continues – If you have not yet sent an email 
to the Illinois State Board of Education’s (ISBE) budget account, please do 
so soon to express the importance of funding the Textbook Loan and School 
Safety Block Grant.  We hope these programs will see funding restored with 
the return to line-item budgeting, but our voices must be heard first.

ACTION ALERT!  ISBE board members have indicated a desire to hear 
directly from school administrators and teachers about their upcoming budget 
recommendations.  This is our invitation to be heard!  I encourage every 
Catholic school principal and LAP, and as many staff members and parents as 
possible, to take ten minutes to draft and submit an email to ISBE through this 
account.  The email address is: isbefy12@isbe.net.  

This effort will be most effective if you draft an individualized message that 
includes examples of how you have used the Textbook Loan and School 
Safety (ADA) Block Grant to improve the education and safety of your 
students.  I am providing some sample language below, but please try and 
make this message your own!

On ISBE’s budget priorities:
The first guiding budget question provided by ISBE asks whether General State 
Aid, mandated categoricals, such as special education and transportation, and early 
childhood, should remain budget priorities.  I don’t believe anyone would argue 
against the importance of those state efforts; however, a serious case can be made 
that the Textbook Loan Program and the Educational Improvement and School 
Safety Block Grant are also critically important to student achievement and school 
safety, especially in tough budget times when expenditures on learning materials and 
building safety can be squeezed out by tight local school budgets.

On Textbook Loan:
Students cannot learn or succeed without effective and up-to-date learning materials, 
and for over thirty years, the Textbook Loan Program has helped ensure accurate and 
up-to-date textbooks and other instructional materials are present in ALL schools.  It 
is the only state program that requires all its resources be spent on learning materials 
for students in classrooms.  By funding this program you would be ensuring real 
dollars are spent on learning materials desperately needed by students all across in 
Illinois, in every school.

In Fiscal Year 2009, this program was funded at $42.8 million.  We understand it 
is unrealistic to expect that level of funding could be restored in one year, but we do 
recommend, and have filed legislation in the House with 33 co-sponsors and in the 
Senate with 17 co-sponsors, that the program’s funding be restored to the Fiscal Year 
2007 level of $29.1 million.  Considering the widespread service of this program we 
hope and urge you to include funding of this program in your proposed Fiscal Year 
2012 budget.



On the School Safety (ADA) Block Grant:
This profoundly important grant program provides public and state-recognized 
nonpublic schools flexible resources to meet otherwise unfunded government mandates.  
For nonpublic schools in particular, the statute requires the block grant work to 
provide reimbursements for local, state and federal health and safety mandates such 
as fingerprint-based criminal history checks, the purchase of Automated External 
Defibrillators, the implementation of School Crisis Plans, and many other expectations 
of fire, health and safety codes.  

In Fiscal Year 2009, this program was funded at approximately $74 million.  Last year, 
funding was reduced by three-quarters, and it was zeroed out this year.  This ADA 
Grant is incredibly unique among government programs: it gives recipients flexible 
resources to meet the health and safety needs of their students.  Again, without this 
program, these needs could very well be squeezed out by budget cuts at the local level.  

On ISBE’s decision to cut funding to these programs: 
ISBE’s failure to provide any funding for these programs, even with the significant 
reduction in funds provided, is difficult to understand and not in keeping with the 
Board’s strategic goals, which call for service to ALL schools and ALL students.

Feel free to use the sample language above to craft your message, but it is very 
important that you personalize your message; again, citing ways in which 
these programs have improved your student’s academic achievement and your 
school’s level of security is extremely important.  They need to hear this from 
us!  I ask that you submit your emails by December 15.  As always, if you have 
questions, contact my office: 217-528-9220 or  
wichmann@catholicconferenceofillinois.org. 

Legislative Priorities for 2011-12 General Assembly 
CCI has not set next year’s legislative agenda for Catholic schools.  Our 
Department of Education meets this week to review the political landscape and 
discuss next steps.  Our agenda will include efforts to restore funding to our 
education programs and a strong school choice initiative.  

 

State Recognition – CCI spent last year working with ISBE to draft 
administrative rules for the governing of the nonpublic school recognition 
program.  These rules are now in effect.  We were successful in shaping these 
rules to meet our needs and expectations.  In February, the Nonpublic School 
Advisory Committee began meeting with ISBE staff to begin revisions to the 
probe document (used in state recognition visits) to match the new rules.

In response to a formal letter of complaint recently sent to the State 
Superintendent, ISBE staff recently met with nonpublic school representatives 
to discuss the current situation.  We presented our complaints (communication, 
no schedule of visits, new state recognition application, etc.) and discussed 

Administrative
Issues



solutions.  Due to staff shortages and unforeseen glitches in implementing the 
new rules, ISBE will not conduct any state recognition visits until after the New 
Year.  They will work with us on scheduling schools.  They have also agreed 
to evaluate diocesan school improvement and private accreditation agencies 
for inclusion in the state recognition program – meaning if your school goes 
through one of those processes a state visit would not be required for state 
recognition.  I hope we can have this in place by next school year.

Nonpublic Registration, Enrollment and Staff Report – This report became 
available in the IWAS system beginning October 1, 2010.  Completed reports 
must be received by ISBE no later than December 31, 2010.  Nonpublic schools 
that have registered with ISBE at least once in the past must submit their data 
online via IWAS.  Nonpublic schools that have never registered must submit 
their data using paper form 87-01: www.isbe.net/research/htmls/np_entity.htm. 
This report (and Immunization Data) must be submitted before the annual 
Application for Recognition and School Calendar can be submitted!

Nonpublic School Application for State Recognition and School Calendar 
– This IWAS system was opened on October 18, 2010, and will be due 
December 31, 2010.  You will notice significant changes in the application this 
year.  Without prior notice, ISBE has included an affirmation checklist in the 
application that was typically part of the probe document.  This occurrence 
was included in our complaint letter to the State Superintendent, and if there is 
a need, we will issue guidance on how to complete the application’s checklist.

Still, ISBE has indicated that no extensions will be granted.  Schools that 
fail to meet all requirements and deadlines concerning the registration and 
recognition of their nonpublic school risk losing their recognition status.  To 
assist your school in meeting the deadlines:

Physical, Dental and Vision Examination Requirements 
Physical Exams: Please remember children must receive physical examinations 
prior to entering Illinois schools for the first time, prior to the date of entering 
kindergarten or first grade, prior to entering sixth grade, and prior to entering 
ninth grade.  A list of the immunization requirements: 

http://www.isbe.net/research/pdfs/immunization_requirements.pdf

As noted, beginning October 16, 2010, the Student Health Data – Immunization 
system will be available in IWAS for school year 2010-11 data submission. 
Completed reports must have been submitted by November 15, 2010.

Dental Exams: All Illinois children in kindergarten and Grades 2 and 6 are 
required to have an oral health examination.  Each child is required to present 
proof of examination by a dentist prior to May 15 of the school year.  The Proof 
of School Dental Examination form and the Dental Examination Waiver form 
are uniform for statewide use and are available on the Illinois Department of 
Public Health and the Illinois State Board of Education websites. *



Every school shall report to the Illinois State Board of Education by June 30 the 
number of children with dental examinations completed and additional details 
regarding those examinations and the number of children receiving waivers for 
various reasons.  

Vision Exams: All children enrolling in kindergarten and any student enrolling 
for the first time in an Illinois school are required to have an eye examination.  
The eye examination requirement does not apply to children enrolling in 
preschool.  Before October 15 of the school year, each child to whom the 
eye examination requirement applies is required to present proof of an eye 
examination. The Eye Examination Report form, as designated and available 
on the Illinois Department of Public Health and the Illinois State Board of 
Education websites, are uniform for statewide use.  *

Every school is required to report to the Illinois State Board of Education by 
June 30 the number of children with eye examinations completed and the 
number of children receiving waivers for various reasons.  The IWAS system 
for reporting opened on October 16, 2010.

* The consequence for students failing to submit the dental exam (for grades 2 & 6) and 
eye exams is that schools may withhold report cards. 

State Recognition: Snapshot of Important Dates  

October 1 * 		  Nonpublic Registration, Enrollment and Staff Report available on IWAS

October 16 * 		  Student Health Data – Immunization system available on IWAS

October 18 			  Nonpublic School Application for State Recognition and 
	 School Calendar available on IWAS

November 15 		 Completed Health/Immunization Data Reports Due

December 31 			  Nonpublic Registrations, Enrollment and Staff Report & Nonpublic
	 School Application for State Recognition and School Calendar Due

* Nonpublic Registration, Enrollment and Staff Report and Student Health Data – 
Immunization must be submitted before Recognition Application will be accepted.

LAP Network – As always, I strongly urge you to ensure your school has an 
appointed LAP or LAPS for this upcoming school year, so the Catholic School 
Legislative Action Network is kept up-to-date.  The work this year will be 
critically important, and its success will largely depend upon the willingness 
and ability of our network to become engaged in the political process – see 
ACTION ALERT included above! 

The LAP network does not meet as a whole, or even interact except through 
central coordination, but it does communicate and act through my office and 
in the best interests of Catholic schools in Illinois.  A school’s LAP should be 
in charge of coordinating and distributing legislative action alerts and leading 



the effort to build relationships with local legislators.  The LAP can be anyone: 
school administrator, teacher, parent, or volunteer, as long as they have the 
time and the will to work on legislative activities.  

Facebook Page for Catholic School Advocacy – To augment the LAP network 
and monthly newsletter, and eager to invite more into new technologies, I have 
setup a Facebook page for Catholic School Advocacy in Illinois.  Facebook users 
simply need to look up the page at:

www.facebook.com/pages/Springfield-IL/CCI-Catholic-School-Advocacy-in-
Illinois/124415842483?created 

or do a search on Facebook of Catholic School Advocacy.  Being a fan of the 
page will allow you to receive updates, action alerts and access to other things, 
such as pictures of events and rallies as well as links to pertinent articles and 
videos.

Thank you for all that you do on behalf of Catholic schools! 

Zach Wichmann, Director of Government Relations
Catholic Conference of Illinois
108 East Cook Street  |  Springfield, Illinois 62704
(217) 528-9200  |  Fax (217) 528-7214


